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BIRDATHON 
Birdathon is Ventura Audubon’s only major fundraiser of the year.  With your generous response, VAS can continue to 
provide outstanding monthly programs and schedule regular field trips.  We can also continue to develop educational 
outreach programs, fund local conservation and environmental projects and help inform the public on important birding 
and wildlife issues. 

Any scheduled trip during the month of APRIL may be used as the basis for your pledge of an amount per species seen.  
Or, if you prefer, you may make a donation in any amount.  All contributions are tax deductible.   Ventura Audubon is a 
501(c)3 corporation. 

You will again receive a mailing with a pledge form and an envelope in which to return your pledge or donation.  Send 
your pledge or donation to P.O. Box 24198, Ventura, CA 93002.  Or, even easier, go to our website 
(www.venturaaudubon.org) and make a donation using PayPal.  A separate spot is available for this purpose. 

Thank you for your continued generosity. 

APRIL PROGRAM  
 

 “Santa Clara River: Trash or Treasure” with Nina Danza, Sierra Club Member 
7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 14th, Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Road, Ventura 

 
Come hear about a different approach to flood control as advocated by Ms. Danza and the Sierra Club 

You may think the era of paving and channelizing streams and rivers in California is over, 
but is it really?  Each and every flood control alteration to river ecosystems in Southern 
California for the past 4 decades has resulted in a deteriorated environment.  Channelizing 
and paving rivers fouls the water, makes the beaches unsafe for people, kills riparian plants 
and animals, destroys wetlands, and precipitates a downward spiral to the community. 

Understanding that you may ask why a large project would be proposed along the Santa 
Clara River in the coming year.  Why such a project would contain no elements that address 
water scarcity during an extended drought or incorporate any compatible benefits such as 
the not-too-distant future of the Santa Clara River Parkway.  Nor why a flood control project 
simply seeks to rush storm water down to the ocean as fast as possible without considering 
the consequences.  Come listen to a different approach to flood control. 

After a half dozen years as a professional flood control engineer in Southern California circa 1990, Nina Danza became a 
volunteer with Friends of the Los Angeles River (FoLAR) advocating for watershed management and environmental 
stewardship. 

Representing the Sierra Club, she teamed up with Jim Danza, a FoLAR board member, to lobby local politicians, build 
grassroots support, and run local river events toward fulfilling that goal.  That experience, along with many more years of 
a career in storm water and environmental engineering, is what she brings to the Santa Clara River in Ventura County. 

Follow her work at https://www.facebook.com/SantaClaraRiverConfluence.  Nina believes a sustainable Santa Clara River 
can become a reality. 

 

The
CALIFORNIA CONDOR

CALL NOTES ...Bruce Schoppe, President 
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Most of our wintering waterfowl will be departing soon for their northern breeding areas, but a number of notable species 
continued to be found in February.  Twenty-two Greater White-fronted Geese were at the Saticoy Spreading Ponds on 
11 Feb (JB).   A Wood Duck was near Round Mountain on 22 Feb (BE) and one continued at Conejo Creek North Park 
until 2 Feb.  A Eurasian Wigeon was at Arnold Road 10-17 Feb (DK) and another continued at Conejo Creek North Park 
through 28 Feb.  Three Blue-winged Teal were at the Ojai Meadows 15-27 Feb (JG, DKl & CKl) and continuing birds 
were at Point Mugu through 27 Feb, Arroyo Simi through 26 Feb, and the Ventura Settling Ponds through 28 Feb.  As 
many as 18 Redheads were at Lake Piru 1-21 Feb (DP & SP) and 2 continued in Oak Park through 17 Feb.  A Greater 
Scaup was at Lake Piru on 11 Feb (JB) and continuing birds included 5 at Lake Casitas through 4 Feb and 18 at Mugu 
Lagoon through 27 Feb.  Two Black Scoters were reported off Ormond Beach on 19 Feb (NB).  Eight Common 
Goldeneyes were at Lake Piru on 1 Feb (DP & SP) with three remaining through 21 Feb.  Common Mergansers 
continued at Lake Casitas through 27 Feb and Lake Piru with a high count of 20 on 21 Feb. 
 
Waterbirds, waders, and shorebirds continued during February with wintering visitors from the north and a few rare herons 
from the south.  The Red-necked Grebe continued in the Ventura Harbor through 28 Feb.  Twelve American White 
Pelicans were at Lake Piru on 16 Feb with one remaining through 18 Feb, 15 were at Lake Casitas on 23 Feb (CH), and 
2 were at the Channel islands Harbor on 16 Feb (GJ).  Continuing American White Pelicans included three at Lake 
Sherwood through 24 Feb, one at Mugu Lagoon through 27 Feb, and as many as three in the vicinity of the Santa Clara 
River Estuary through 21 Feb.  Two Least Bitterns were at Lake Sherwood on 21 Feb (MH).  Two Reddish Egrets 
remained at Mugu Lagoon through 27 Feb.  Two Cattle Egrets reappeared near Point Mugu on 8 Feb (DP) with one 
remaining through 22 Feb.  At least 13 Yellow-crowned Night-Herons were at Point Mugu through 27 Feb where they 
are now resident.  The Sandhill Crane from last winter (presumed) returned to the Oxnard Plain in early Jan and was 
seen through 28 Feb.  Common Gallinules continued at the Ventura Settling Ponds through Feb with a high of three 
there on 8 Feb (FD et al).  Three Red Knots were at Mugu Lagoon through 27 Feb. 
 
Reports of uncommon raptors were sparse, but the following are worth noting.  California Condor reports included four at 
Lake Piru on 11 Feb (JB) with two there through 20 Feb, and three at Squaw Flat Road on 20 Feb (NB).  A sub-adult Bald 
Eagle was at Lake Piru 1-21 Feb (DP & SP) and continuing birds included the adult in the Point Mugu vicinity through 27 
Feb and the pair at Lake Casitas through Feb.  A Golden Eagle was at Lake Piru 1-16 Feb (DP & SP).  The wintering 
Zone-tailed Hawk was seen again near Ojai on 25 Feb (JB).   
 
A few notable passerines and other perching birds were reported in February.  A Red-naped Sapsucker was at Canada 
Larga Road on 9 Feb (DM & GJ).  Three Vermilion Flycatchers continued at Point Mugu with a male staying through 16 
Feb and a pair through 28 Feb.  Individual Tropical Kingbirds continued at Point Mugu through 8 Feb and Round 
Mountain through 26 Feb.  An American Dipper was in Santa Paula Canyon on 1 Feb (AS et al.).  A Swamp Sparrow 
was on the Oxnard Plain on 8 Feb (DP).  Individual Yellow-headed Blackbirds were reported on the Oxnard Plain on 8 
Feb (DP) and 10 Feb (JB).  Migrant Lawrence’s Goldfinches were reported widely; however, 45 at Cal Lutheran on 17 
Feb (BL & CL) and 40 in Ventura on 15 Feb (AF & KK) were larger than most flocks. 
 
A pelagic trip out of Ventura on 21 Feb produced a continuing pair of Bald Eagles and an American Oystercatcher on 
Anacapa Island as well as a White-winged Scoter (PG, JB et al.).  A Brown Booby was off Ventura on 25 Feb (JB). 
 
Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last month.  If you have any questions about local birds or have a 
good one to report (please no calls about nuisance birds), call or e-mail David Pereksta at 659-5740 or 
<pereksta@pacbell.net> 
 
Good birding, 
David Pereksta 
 
Observers:   Joel Barrett, Nicholas Brasier, Frank DeMartino, Bill Eaton, Adele Ferguson, Peter Gaede, Jesse Grantham, 
Carla Hall, Gareth Jones, Dexter Kelly, Karin Kersteter, Chrystal Klabunde, Don Klabunde, Bill Langford, Carol Langford, 
Dan Maxwell, David Pereksta, Sandy Pereksta, and Adam Searcy 

...David Pereksta 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD
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BEGINNERS’ BIRD WALK ...Allen Bertke 

 

Once again this year’s Great Backyard Bird Count was combined with the Beginner’s Bird Walk in 
February.   Lake Casitas served as our “backyard” for this outing and provided us with 41 species 
to report.  This event is becoming more popular each year and is a great way for even casual 
birders to contribute to citizen science.  Plus, it creates some really huge backyards.  

We collected several species right in the parking lot, including Cassin’s Kingbirds, Great Blue 
Herons, Acorn Woodpeckers, White-crowned Sparrows, Eurasian Collared Doves, finches, 
sparrow, blackbirds and more.  Sometimes I think we should just stop right there!  Fortunately, we 
didn’t.   A Red-breasted Sapsucker was among the first birds that we saw when we left the parking 

lot, along with a Nuttall’s Woodpecker in the same tree.  As we marched through the crowded, noisy urban campground 
that the park becomes on holiday weekends (President’s Day this time around), there were still plenty of birds to see.  

A Red-tailed Hawk put on a real show for us, perching in a low bush and spreading its wings.  It was shielding a huge 
snake that it had caught from two other hawks circling high above.  From that distance I am pretty sure it was a gopher 
snake, although it could have been a rattler.  I have caught several rattlesnakes on my property and relocated them due to 
our horses and dog. But I have been told that it is illegal to relocate any wild animal.  No problem.   Now I just keep a list 
of people that I don’t like.  That’s not relocation, is it?  I would call it a “present.”  I hear rattlesnakes love mail boxes!   

In a tree next to the restaurant were five roosting Black-crowned Night Herons.  Many Western and Clark’s Grebes were 
gathered far out on the lake.  Closer in, we could see Eared and Pied-billed Grebes, along with the usual crowds of Coots, 
Ruddy Ducks and Mallards.  A dripping drinking fountain served as a perfect bird magnet.  There was a steady stream of 
varying species diving in from the trees to refresh themselves.  I called them out as they quickly came and left.  “There’s a 
Western Bluebird, a House Finch, another House Finch, an Acorn Woodpecker, American Goldfinch, Black Phoebe, 
Cassin’s Kingbird, Bluebird, another American, White-crowned Sparrow, Lesser Goldfinch.”   Quite an impressive list.  
Some were taking down the names and trying to observe simultaneously, but couldn’t keep up. 

As a result, one woman’s list became a little garbled.  She asked me to help her get the names straight.  It was a good 
thing because I don’t think “Acorn Finch, Cassin’s Bluebird and a goldfinch named Lester” would have passed muster with 
the Ebird reviewers.   Lester does get around, though.  I remember him from another walk. 

See you next time. 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 

 

The Annual Meeting and BBQ are scheduled for Saturday, May 16, 2015 at 11:00 AM.  
This is the official notice of that meeting.  It will be held at Church of the Foothills, 
6279 Foothill Road, Ventura.  (This is the same location where we have the CBC 
Potluck). 

As usual, we shall do some birding beforehand starting at 9:00 am at the Atmore Ranch 
located just off Foothill Road west of the intersection with Victoria Avenue.  The farm road 
and gate are on the hill side of Foothill behind the wall of the subdivision. 

The price this year will be $14.00 per person (half price for children under 12).  Please send your reservation with check to 
Marianne Slaughter at P.O. Box 24198, Ventura, CA 93002 by May 8th.  Or, you may call Marianne at 805-484-8415 or 
Bruce Schoppe at 805-658-2396 with your reservation and pay at the BBQ.    

The menu will include chicken, tri-tip, veggie beans, two salads, garlic bread and special steamed vegetables for our 
vegetarian members.  Please bring your own plates and utensils (to reduce trash) and an appetizer or dessert to 
share.  You may also bring your own beverage including beer and wine.  VAS will provide water.  If you would like the 
vegetarian menu, please make your wishes known when you make your reservation so we can be sure to have enough. 

The meeting will start at 11:00 am.  This is the meeting at which you, the members, elect the board of directors to lead 
VAS for the next program year.  The Nominating Committee has prepared a slate of nominees which appears elsewhere 
in this newsletter and will be on the website.  Nominations may also be made from the floor at the meeting. 
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Beginners are welcome on all field trips. Light drizzle does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain will. If in 
doubt, please call the trip leader. For all trips, please wear appropriate clothing (layers are suggested), 
comfortable shoes, and bring snacks, water, hats, sunscreen, binoculars and field guides.  
 
 

Saturday, Apr 4, 8:00 a.m. Work Day Hedrick 
Ranch. Leader: Sandy Hedrick (805) 340-
0478. Arrive at 8:00 for birding which usually 
yields some interesting birds. Work from 9am – 
noon. Long pants and boots or closed shoes 
are required. Bring water, gloves & sun 
protection. Take Hwy 126 to Santa Paula, 10th 
St. Exit. Go under freeway, rt. on Harvard, rt. on 
12th and cross the S.C. River Bridge. Go 3.7 
miles to 20395 S. Mountain Rd. Turn left onto 
the dirt road & follow it to the end (approx. 
½ mile). 
 
Tuesday, Apr 7, 8:30 a.m. Arroyo Verde Park. 
Leader: Adele Fergusson (805) 415-4304. 
Enjoy birding the oak woodland, grassy areas, 
and chaparral in this long, broad canyon. Early 
spring migrants may include Western Tanager, 
Rufous Hummingbird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, 
and Phainopepla. Directions: Take Victoria Ave. 
north, left on Foothill Rd., right on Day Rd. 
entrance to the park. Meet at the last parking lot 
by the restrooms.  
 
Saturday Apr 11, 8:30 am. Camino Real Park. 
Leader: Neil Ziegler (805) 983-7207. Camino 
Real is a grassy park surrounded by pines and 
eucalyptus and is an excellent Spring migrant 
hotspot. Target birds will include Pacific-slope 
Flycatcher, Yellow Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, 
Western Tanager and Black-headed Grosbeak, 
but any number of cool warblers show up at this 
park during migration! Note directions: We will 
meet outside the park and walk in. Take 
Telegraph Road toward Ventura College. Across 
from Ventura College, turn onto Estates, take a 
right on Aurora, go to the grass beltway across 
from the mobile home park. Park closest to the 
last house in the residential tract. We will start 
birding along the barranca and go into the park. 

Saturday, April 18, Tejon Ranch, 8:00 a.m. – 
1:00 p.m. Leader: Scot Pipkin (or ranch staff). 
Join us on an incredible half day trip to Tejon 
Ranch, one of our most vast areas of protected 
private lands. This area has incredible biological 
diversity, and along with wonderful birds we 
should see some beautiful wildflowers as well. 
Habitats we will visit include grassland, Mojave 
Desert shrubland, oak woodland, coniferous 
forest and pinyon/juniper.  California Condors, 
Golden Eagles and pronghorn antelope are 
often seen on the ranch. This is undeveloped 
land: no restrooms, no facilities of any kind. 
Please come prepared with jackets (including 
rain jackets), food, water and sun protection. 
Weather can be tricky on the Ranch, so be 
prepared. It is often quite cold and windy, so 
hats, scarves and gloves are recommended.  
We will be caravanning around the property, so 
if you have a 4WD vehicle, please bring it. For 
those who wish to continue birding, we can stop 
at Quail Lake on our return trip home. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Pre-registration required: 
Please register by April 4 by sending an 
email to venturabirding@yahoo.com or call 
Karin Kersteter at 805-901-2203. This trip is 
limited to 20 people. 
 
To car pool from Ventura, meet at the parking 
lot behind Carrows at the Vons Shopping Center 
at Harbor and Seaward at 6:00 a.m. Driving 
directions: From Ventura, 126 E to 5 N. North 
on 5 frwy past Pyramid Lake. Take exit 138 
East. Follow 138 until 300th st (about 9 miles). 
Turn left on 300th St. Continue on 300th st across 
the aqueduct. Continue onto dirt road until you 
reach the gate (about 4 miles). We will meet at 
the gate and carpool from there. 

  



5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

The Nominating Committee recommends the following for the Board of Directors for the program year 
2015-2016: 

Adele Fergusson Joyce Schoppe 
Alexis Frangis Bruce Schoppe 
John Connor Marianne Slaughter 
Laura Gulovsen Janice Susha 
Sandy Hedrick Jim Susha 
Karin Kersteter Jackie Worden 

 
The Nominating Committee included John Connor, Laura Gulovsen and Sandy Hedrick 
 
Sandy Hedrick, Chair 
Nominating Committee 
 
 
 

FIELD TRIPS…(continued from Page 3) 
 
Saturday, Apr 25, 8:30 a.m. Beginner’s Bird Walk – Fillmore Fish Hatchery/Lake Piru. Leader: Allen 
Bertke (805) 640-9037. The Fish Hatchery usually produces several good species of herons, egrets, and 
other birds that come to feed on the leftovers from the fish feeding, as well as several other species of 
birds. We will then go to Lake Piru. There is an entrance fee of $13 per vehicle for Lake Piru, so carpool if 
you can. We will look for Condor, Golden Eagles, Osprey and Peregrine Falcon. Remember to bring 
binoculars, a field guide, and water. Directions: Meet at the fish hatchery which is located to the right off 
Hwy 126 just 1.2 miles east of Fillmore and 26 miles from Ventura. To car pool, meet at the parking lot 
behind Carrows at the Vons Shopping Center at Harbor and Seaward at 8 a.m.  
 
Mark your calendars! 
May 3 – Birding Day – Hedrick Ranch 
May 5 – Settling Ponds 
May 16 – Annual VAS BBQ 

Wanted! 
We want to put our books on Quickbooks. 

So, we are looking for a person with bookkeeping and 
Quickbooks knowledge/experience to volunteer a few 
hours to help do that.  Would need to set up a Chart of 
Accounts and, then, create a Balance Sheet as of the 

start of the new program year, July 1, 2015.  Would also 
need to train the Treasurer on how to enter checks and 

other transactions. 
 

If you can help with this project, please email me at 
bschoppe6698@sbcglobal.net.
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VOLUNTEER DOCENTS NEEDED 
Ventura Audubon is seeking volunteer docents to assist with 
educational efforts on beaches in Ventura County where Snowy 
Plovers are beginning to nest right now.  The beaches where docents 
can serve include Ormond, Hollywood, Mandalay and San 
Buenaventura State Beach. The most critical times are early 
mornings, early evenings and weekends, especially holiday 
weekends. Docents function as a positive ambassador who greet the 
public and interpret information about western snowy plovers, 

California least terns and their habitat to beach users, record basic data and interpret site rules and 
regulations to the public in ways that encourage visitors to voluntarily comply with those rules.  

Docents help people learn how to share the beach with plovers and terns. Given the history of 
unregulated access to many of our sites, a wide variety of people use the beach for a host of acceptable 
and unacceptable recreational activities.  Many people are simply unaware of the impacts of their 
activities.  Public education is intended, over time, to minimize the unacceptable practices without 
diminishing the acceptable ones and to implant the idea that our beaches are used and relied upon for 
survival by species other than humans.  Once people have begun to learn, they can begin to care.  
People who understand why they should care about the birds are more likely to change their behavior.  

The Beach Docent position is an essential component to successful management and recovery 
of threatened/endangered species.  We welcome your help.  In addition, there are many other tasks we 
could use help with at Ormond Beach, such as fence maintenance or visitor and dog metrics. 

Time and Date:  9-12 noon Saturday April 11th, 2015 OR Saturday May 2nd, 2015 

Location:   California State Parks Channel Coast District Office, San Buenaventura State Beach, 911 
San Pedro St, Ventura CA.  Upon entrance please let the person in the kiosk know you will be attending 
the training and he/she will show you where to park if you have not been here before. 

For more info please contact:  Alexis Frangis at 805-585-1852, or email: Alexis.Frangis@parks.ca.gov 
or Cynthia Hartley, email: 1surfbird@gmail.com  

We ask that trainees commit to a weekly 2-hour shift at either State Parks beaches, Hollywood Beach or 
Ormond Beach.  

Thank you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A bird doesn't sing because it has an answer, it sings because it has a song. 

Maya Angelou  

 



7 
 

 

 
99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     VAS OFFICERS AND CHAIRS
 
President                      
Vice-President 
Secretary          
Treasurer          
Conservation                
Field Trips   
Publicity 
Webmaster/Science 
Membership 
  
At Large: 
  
  
  
  
Newsletter Editor  
Program Committee:         
                      

658-2396 
983-7207 
658-2396 
484-8415 
643-2408 
901-2203 
983-3929 
217-4833 
652-0577 
  
415-4304 
654-1805 
983-3929 
642-0842 
  
484-8415 
642-6544 
647-7962 
525-5826 

Bruce Schoppe 
Neil Zeigler 
Joyce Schoppe 
Marianne Slaughter 
Sandy Hedrick 
Karin Kersteter 
Jim Susha 
Alexis Frangis 
Jackie Worden 
  
Adele Fergusson 
John Connor 
Janice Susha 
Judy Dugan 
  
Dee Press 
Laura Gulovsen 
Margaret Wilson 
Audrey Vincent 

THE VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds its regular 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at the THE 
VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds our monthly 
program on the second Tuesday of the month at the 
Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 
7:30 p.m., September through April. The May 
meeting is a barbecue. Call the President for 
information. Board Meetings are held bi-monthly on 
the first Tuesday of the month.  A Membership Form 
is available on the VAS web site. 
 
THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR is published nine times 
per year (September-May). Members are 
encouraged to submit articles, announcements, 
letters and drawings, preferably in WORD format, or 
in the form of an e-mail message. The deadline is 
noon on the 10th of the month preceding the next 
issue. E-mail to: deepress2@gmail.com. 

BOARD MEETING: There will be a Board of 
Directors meeting on Tuesday, May 5th at the 
Schoppe’s, 
4875 Mascagni St., Ventura Call (805) 658-2396 for 
more information

If you are not sure if your membership has expired, 
please email Jackie at jbworden7@gmail.com and 
she will check it out for you. 


