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yellow headed blackbird at Ormond Beach, by Alex Vaca
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VAS Executive Director

This month we have lots of exciting things happening with our Shorebird Recovery
Program. Nesting season officially started for the western snowy plover on March 15th,
and our birds wasted NO TIME starting nests. Please read our Shorebird Recovery
program update article for details on our exciting first 2 weeks of the 2022 nesting
season.

April is our Shorebird Recovery Program fundraising Shorebird Recovery Program fundraising month. This is a critical
source of funding that enables us to continue protecting the western snowy plovers and
California least terns that nest on our Ventura County beaches. We are so deeply
grateful for the community support that enables us to run this program.

To kick off our fundraising month, we are very excited to present Rich Reid, award
winning National Geographic photographer, as our April speaker. This program will be
held both in-person at the Poinsettia Pavilion as well as via Zoom.
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We will be holding a silent auction on Sat April 16th. You may participate either in
person at Ventura Coast Brewing Company or online.

Our Shorebird team is also kicking off our Dog Ranger program this
month too! We are looking for dogs to take our Dog Ranger pledge to
protect shorebirds. See our article this month for details. Thank you to
our Volunteer Coordinator Alecia Smith for all of her hard work and
dedication getting this program off the ground!

We have a brand new logo for our
Shorebird Recovery Program (image
on the right) that we are introducing
as we launch our fundraiser. We are
also introducing our Dog Ranger
program and Dog Ranger Promises
logos. I'd like to thank the very
talented Cat Henry for creating all
of these logos. Cat is a CSUCI
environmental studies major and
was our Audubon in Action summer
intern last year and she continues to work with us this year. Cat is also a very talented
artist!

Read on for details on our special April speaker, Raise the Roost fundraiser and Dog
Ranger program as well as all of our news and announcements.
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Membership News

By Vince Kinsch

Exciting members only events coming up
 As always, if you have any questions regarding membership, please contact

membership@venturaaudubon.org.

Thank you to everyone who is a member of the Ventura chapter!
We continue to work on giving our members special perks for joining the Ventura

chapter. I am excited to announce these exclusive members events:

Native Plants for Birds
VAS Year End PartyVAS Year End Party

Save the Date:Save the Date:
May 22ndMay 22nd

Can you believe
the last VAS
meeting of the
year is upon us

mailto:membership@venturaaudubon.org


Are you interested in helping birds by
landscaping with native plants? The
Ventura and Conejo Audubon chapters
are partnering to bring a special
member's event for gardeners. Details
will be included in our upcoming special
member's newsletter coming to your in
box inbox later this week.

next month in
May? This year we
are pleased to
announce our first
"Birds and Beer"
party. Topa Topa
Brewery has
generously
donated their
outdoor beer garden for this event. Bring
your scopes and binos because we'll be
birding at their Colt St headquarters. VAS
members will be given special perks at
this event. Look for details in the May
newsletter and a sneak peek in the
member's exclusive newsletter.

Be sure to be included in our special members newsletter! Click here to join or renew

April Speaker

A Photo Celebration
of Sea and Shore Birds with Rich Reid

photo by Ralph Lee Hopkins

Speaker: Rich Reid
Date: Mar 12, 2022
Time: 7 PM PDT 

Ventura Audubon in pleased to
welcome Rich Reid who will
share is bird photography and

https://www.venturaaudubon.org/membership


insights from his many travels
around the world.

Award-winning photographer,
filmmaker, and instructor,
Rich Reid has specialized in
environmental and adventure
photography for more than
three decades. Since 2008, he
has been guiding guests
worldwide as a National
Geographic Photographer
aboard Lindblad Expeditions
fleet of ships. He started his
career as a photojournalist at
the University of California, Santa Barbara and since then has shared his photography
passion by operating photo tours in Alaska, teaching Visual Journalism at Brooks
Institute, creating environmental documentaries, and presenting his work on a
nationwide travel film circuit.

Rich was awarded the Fellows Award from North America Nature Photography
Association for his exceptional service to the nature photography industry. His dedication
to conservation is highlighted in his multimedia projects protecting our oceans, open
spaces, and wildlife.

His photography and multimedia have been represented by several agencies including
National Geographic Creative. He has worked on assignment with numerous
environmental non-profits and several publications including National Geographic
Adventure and National Geographic Books. His work has been published worldwide in all
forms of media.

When not traveling and photographing worldwide biomes, Rich can be found hiking and
biking the trails in his hometown of Ojai, California.

www.richreidphoto.com
https://www.instagram.com/richreidphoto/

To join the program via Zoom:To join the program via Zoom:
visit our

Monthly Speaker webpage

Then click the
"Watch Virtually Via Zoom" button

at the top of the webpage

To join the program in person:
We will be at the

Santa Paula room, Poinsettia Pavilion
3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura, CA 93003

google maps

If you have topic requests or would like to recommend a speaker,
please email or Sabrina, our program chair programs@venturaaudubon.org

Diversity is Important for both Birds and Birders

Ventura Audubon Society is committed to fostering and preserving a birding culture of
diversity, equality and inclusion. Promoting birding to a diverse audience is critical to
the future of birds, benefits humans, improves our chapter and supports our mission to

http://www.richreidphoto.com
https://www.instagram.com/richreidphoto/
https://www.venturaaudubon.org/monthly-speakers
https://goo.gl/maps/7NYB3JW9iYBiwMm49
mailto:programs@venturaaudubon.org


protect birds and their habitat. As an audience member if you ever feel we are not
living up to this promise please feel free to reach out and let us know.

Shorebird Recovery Program
Fundraiser: April 16th 2022

Are you ready to help us
"Raise the Roost" for shorebirds?

Ventura County has two nesting beaches that do not
have land owners able to run a management program for
nesting western snowy plovers and least terns. These
beaches are Hollywood and Ormond Beaches. Ventura
Audubon has taken on this responsibility, so we conduct
a nest monitoring, habitat protection and public
outreach program.

Our spring fundraiser is a critical source of funding for
the year. We need community support in able to do
keep running this program.

Why support Raise the Roost?

Funding is needed for nesting season on Ormond and
Hollywood Beaches, which has just begun and continues
through September. It will support nest monitoring, allow
us to purchase materials for habitat protection including
fencing, signage, trail cameras, plus supplies for
volunteers in our community stewardship program, the
Beach Naturalists.

Ready, Set, Bid!
Our Silent Auction is both live and virtual this year

Date: Saturday April 16, 2022
Time: 11am-4pm
Location: Ventura Coast Brewing
Company, 76 S Oak St, Ventura, CA
93001

Silent Auction: There will be something for
everyone. Gift baskets, wine tastings, music
concerts, art and birding trips. We will be offering a number of great items donated by
local businesses, as well as bird art and photography. The auction will be available both
online and in-person.

Raffle: Purchase raffle tickets to win a $300 VCBC gift card

Logo Pub Glasses: Free beer pour with the purchase of a special commemorative pub
glass with our new Shorebird Recovery logo and the VCBC logo

Dog Rangers: Our team will be on site to sign up new Dog Rangers!

Other ways to support our program: Donations can be made online directly
to the Shorebird Recovery Program during the event or all month via

https://g.page/vcbcbeer?share


PayPal, or to our Amazon wish list.
We are members of the 1% or the Planet.

Come out and meet out team and say hi! We look forward to meeting you and answering
your questions about shorebirds, nest monitoring, or other aspects of our program or
Audubon.

April Birding Field Trips

Beginners are always
welcome on field trips!

Please do not be shy if you are learning bird ID or are just curious. 

We love having and encouraging new birders.

We request that all participants sign up no less than 24 hours in advance for field
trips - this allows us advance time to ensure we have enough trip leaders
COVID-19 safety measures: We ask that all participants be vaccinated - this
includes our leaders too

Sign up early to participate in a field trip:

1. Visit our Field Trip webpage to sign up
2. Scroll to the bottom of the field trip descriptions, and fill out; your name, email

address and select the trip you want to attend
3. You will be sent an email by our Field Trip Coordinator

Questions or need help? Email fieldtrips@venturaaudubon.org

Light drizzle does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain will. Please wear
appropriate clothing (layers are suggested), comfortable shoes, and bring snacks,

water, hats, sunscreen, binoculars and field guides. 

https://www.venturaaudubon.org/field-trips
mailto:fieldtrips@venturaaudubon.org


Field TripsField Trips

Blue Bird: By Alex Vaca

Lake Casitas

Sunday, April 10th, 2022
Meeting Time: 8:30am

Join us for a walk by the lake!

Target Species: hummingbirds,
grosbeaks, gnatcatchers as well
as ducks, geese and waterfowl.
Hopefully we will see the
Lewis’s woodpecker and the
Bald Eagle. Plans are to enter
Lake Casitas by car so walking
will be less than usual

Directions: Take Hwy 33 towards
Ojai; exit Casitas Vista Rd. Turn
right twice and go under
freeway past Foster Park to first
right, Santa Ana Rd. Follow to
park, on left. Or take Hwy 33 to
Hwy 150, turn left and follow
signs to the lake. Park out front
and we will drive into the park
or walk.

GOOGLE MAPS

Downy Woodpecker: by Alex Vaca

Wheeler Gorge
Campground

Tuesday, Apr 19, 2022
Meeting Time: 8:30am

Abundant insects and running water
in Wheeler Gorge make for some
excellent birding in this scenic area.
Expected species include: Western
Wood Peewee, Black-headed
Grosbeak, Bullock’s, Hooded Orioles,
Yellow Warblers, and
hopefully some migrating birds such
as warblers and vireos. Feeders at
the nearby visitor’s center give

Allen's Hummingbird: by Vincent Kinsch

Barranca Vista Park

Saturday Apr 23th, 2022
Meeting Time: 8:30am

Join us for a great birding spot right
in our own backyard. We'll be
looking for Warblers, Flycatchers,
Woodpeckers and perhaps we'll se
some migrating warblers and orioles.

Directions: We'll meet at Barranca
Vista park, park at the Barranca
Vista Recreation. It is located at
7050 Ralston St, Ventura. From the

https://goo.gl/maps/fQUuai51zKewqHw6A


close-up views of Black-chinned
Hummingbirds and Steller’s Jays.
Bring insect repellent, water, hat,
sunscreen and your field guide.

Directions: From Ventura, take Hwy
33 towards Ojai. At the “Y”
intersection, turn left on Hwy 33 and
go past
Matilija Springs through 2 tunnels
(about 8 miles) & meet at the
campground entrance. There is
parking across
the street at the visitors center.

GOOGLE MAPS

101, take the Johnston Dr exit, make
a right on Ralston. From Telephone
Rd, take Johnston and make a left
on Ralston.

GOOGLE MAPS

Visit our Field Trip webpage to sign up!

Shorebird Recovery Program Update

Ormond Beach

Western snowy plover nesting season started with a rush
this year! We have had more early season nests at
Ormond Beach than we've ever had in the past. We
found a total of 8 nests in the first week of the season.
Normally we only have one or two before April. To make
things extra eventful, 2 of these nests were established
outside of the habitat fences. Thank you to the
volunteers who dropped everything to come to the
beach and mobilize to construct symbolic fencing to
protect all 3 nests the same day we found the nests.

One of our nesting birds is originally from Coos Bay in
Oregon. He fledged in 2020 and came all the way to
Ormond Beach. He's banded with the combination of
yellow & white (left leg) and yellow (right leg) or y/w:y.
Our trail cameras have picked him up brooding one of
this year's new nests. This will be the 2nd year in a row
that he's nested on Ormond Beach, last year he hatched
out 3 chicks. He's a very attentive mate, and we've seen
him on or near the nest almost constantly far the past 2 weeks. Good luck little snowy
plover!

Hollywood Beach

We also had a very early nest on Hollywood Beach. A special thank you to Beach
Naturalist Rachele Ameche for connecting with the beach goers who found the nest, and
then contacting the nest monitor to come and put a predator exclosure and fencing on
it, all on a recent Saturday. We'd also like to thank the staff at the Ventura Fish and
Wildlife Service for erecting habitat fencing this month. The fencing will serve as safe
refuge for future snowy plover chicks after they hatch.

https://goo.gl/maps/ADinbGekRESB9Rpg8
https://goo.gl/maps/W38oMdLbFrXgJSAD9
https://www.venturaaudubon.org/field-trips


Beach Naturalist Training Class

Join Our Team!

Field Training at Ormond Beach on April 3 2022

Join Biologist Kat and Volunteer Coordinator Alecia for the April installment on:
Date: Saturday, April 23rd
Time: 12:30-3:30pm PDT

You'll learn about dune ecology, how to look for and read snowy plover leg bands,
special status species such as California least terns and Western snowy plovers, how we
protect these species and how to conduct public outreach to help them. This training
will also cover some of our data collection apps and projects that you can get involved
with! 



This month will be our first in person training in 2 years, although we are also offering a
Zoom option of this class at the same time. This classroom training is followed with an
in-person field training at Ormond Beach. We will schedule it within a week or two of
classroom training and will plan it to fit your schedules. Both trainings are free of
charge thanks to our FWS Section 6 grant funding.

In-person option
Ray D. Prueter Library

510 Park Ave, Port Hueneme, CA 93041
google maps

Online Option
A Zoom link will be sent to everyone who registers

We will broadcast our training lecture via Zoom live during class

In-person space is limited! Please register on our website signup page
and/or email volunteer@venturaaudubon.org with your questions.

More dates will be added in the coming months.

Dog Rangers

Our Shorebird Recovery team is busy deploying a
fun way for dogs and their owners to enjoy and at
the same time help shorebirds. This new outreach
program, Dog Rangers, reframes the public
conversation around the disturbance of shorebirds
and seabirds by dogs, letting beachgoers know how
their dog can help birds. The pledge asks dogs and
their owners to commit to making the following
promises in support of birds.

Will your dog take the Dog Ranger pledge?

1. I will never chase birds or wildlife
2. I will wear my leash at the beach to help birds feel safe
3. I will give birds 100 feet of space to relax and refuel
4. I won’t climb the dunes or walk-through established nesting areas

https://goo.gl/maps/QpVt3JWvrrtM8yzGA
https://www.venturaaudubon.org/beach-naturalists
mailto:volunteer@venturaaudubon.org


Why take the Dog Rangers pledge?

All dogs are seen as predators
to shorebirds and seabirds, no
matter the size, age or
temperament of the dog.

Dogs frighten shorebirds and
seabirds (especially while
unleashed), which leads to nest
abandonment, interruptions to
eating and resting. Disturbances
to migrating or nesting birds
takes precious energy away when they are forced to use distraction displays on dogs,
people, and anyone that approaches too closely. From migrating to nesting to feeding,
shorebirds and seabirds are specially evolved to live in beach habitats. These birds have
no other home.

Introducing Zuri, our first official Dog Ranger! Zuri is
a super cute Labrador puppy who promises to be a good
girl and set an example for all the older dogs on the
beach.

Would your dog like to join Zuri? We’ll post your Dog
Ranger’s photo on our special Instagram account,
@VC_Dog_Rangers! We also invite everyone to follow this
new Instagram account so we can welcome and thank
new Dog Rangers as they take their pledges.

We encourage dog owners who want to learn more about
shorebirds to join our next Beach Naturalist class on
4/23, see the above announcement. If your dog is
interested in taking the pledge, but you can't join our
next training, we'd still love to have you on the team. So
please email us at volunteer@venturaaudubon.org

Zoom Classes for Birders

https://www.instagram.com/vc_dog_rangers/
mailto:volunteer@venturaaudubon.org


Nesting Presentation

Sunday April 10th at 2pm

Nesting season is underway for some of our local birds and many more are getting ready
to start! If your birds are eating you out of house and home, there's a good chance they
are getting ready to nest. We will talk about what birds nest in our area, what foods you
can provide to help them along, what sort of nesting materials are good to offer, tree
trimming and nesting boxes!

Here is the Zoom link to the event: Click here

Bird ID Class: Raptors

Saturday April 16th at 2pm

We are going to take a closer look at some birds of prey! This class will go in-depth on
identifying raptors like owls, falcons and hawks. We'll include species from all across
North America and even listen to their calls.

Here is the Zoom link to the event: Click here

Saving Songbirds!

Saturday April 16th at 2pm

The birds need our help! Population declines have hit many of our favorite birds and it's
time we talk about how we can help them out. We will take a closer look at Cornell's
Seven Simple Actions as well as some other local organizations and projects that are
helping restore lost habitat. We'll talk about turning your yard into a Certified Wildlife
Habitat and how native plants can help turn the tide for our feathered friends.

Here is the Zoom link to the event: Click here

Speaker Programs
Central Coast Audubon Chapters

Conejo ValleyConejo Valley
Audubon SocietyAudubon Society

Bird Migration in the San Gabriel Mountains

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84841269446?pwd=aXNoU3hHUG0ydVUxbFpRcTVQeHpTZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82436392907?pwd=Lzk4elBHNU05dnZUcEpXdWFTeEhPdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87103163085?pwd=QlBySnRUK2dVL25RUy9BMFVyNGExdz09
https://wp.conejovalleyaudubon.org/
https://wp.conejovalleyaudubon.org/


Speaker: Dr. Ryan Terrill
Time: 7:30 - 9 pm
Date: April 4th

Bear Divide is a narrow pass in the San Gabriel Mountains, just outside of Los Angeles,
that is home to spectacular dawn flights of migrating birds in the spring. With thousands
of migrants funneling through such a narrow corridor, this is a unique biological
phenomenon. In 2021, the Moore Lab of Zoology at Occidental College began a regular
count to quantify the numbers and identities of birds migrating through Bear Divide.
Join Dr. Ryan Terrill to learn about the status of spring migration across the Divide, and
how you can help.

Currently working at the Moore Lab of Zoology at Occidental College, Dr. Terrill received
his B.S. from UC Santa Cruz and his PhD from Louisiana State University. He has studied
the evolution of bird molt, an incredible adaptation that allows birds to drop and regrow
worn feathers each year, and as the lead on the Mexican Bird Resurvey Project, he used
big biodiversity data and genomic tools to understand how a century of human-caused
change has impacted bird communities. Dr. Terrill is one of the top experts on local
birds and serves on the California Bird Records Committee, the group which compiles
the state bird list and rules on new records.

more info (including zoom link)

Birds of SLO – 2021 Part 1

Photo by Noel Snyder

Speaker: Dr. David Keeling
Time: 7:00pm
Date: April 18th

Birds of SLO, 2021 Part 1, is a slide show featuring outstanding images of birds taken in
San Luis Obispo County between January and May of last year by some of our finest
nature photographers. The photos are amazing, and their impact is heightened by the
live piano accompaniment provided by Oliver Glynn. Among the highlights will be some
heartwarming baby pictures of Great Horned Owls, Pied-billed Grebes, American
Kestrels, and a few from the Heron rookery in Morro Bay. And, yes, more dancing
grebes. Also featured will be the elusive Streak-backed Oriole, another first for the
Birds of SLO series. If you enjoy birds and birding, beginner or expert, you’ll enjoy the
presentation.

more info (including zoom link)

https://wp.conejovalleyaudubon.org/event/monthly-program-april-2022/
https://www.morrocoastaudubon.org/2022/03/pacific-flyway-newsletter-april-2022.html


Los Padres National Forest
Santa Barbara District Ranger Update

Speaker: Daryl Hodges
Time: 7:30pm
Date: April 27th

Santa Barbara District Ranger Daryl Hodges will provide an update on projects occurring
within the Los Padres National Forest, including projects concerning natural resources,
habitat, and recreation. Los Padres National Forest is one of the larger national forests
in the continental United States, spanning nearly 3,000 square miles and stretching from
Monterey County in the north to Ventura County in the south, with significant amounts
of Santa Barbara County part of the forest. From front country trails behind Santa
Barbara to backcountry locations in and accessed via the Santa Ynez Valley, the Santa
Barbara District covers a diverse range of habitats. The district supports several rare and
protected species, including California Spotted Owl, Golden and Bald Eagles, and also
the historic range of the California Condor. Major current projects include aquatic
organism passage improvements, post-fire management, and ongoing maintenance
projects.

more info (including zoom link)

Photo of the Month

White Faced Ibis

This photo was taken by Vince Kinsch
during the VAS field trip to Ormond Beach
on March 26th.

Have a cool picture of a bird from Ventura
County? Submit it along with the ID,
location and date to
membership@venturaaudubon.org. We'll
select a different one each month.

Ways to Support Ventura Audubon Society

https://santabarbaraaudubon.org/events/program-2022-04/


Ventura Audubon Society is a registered tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organization.501(c)(3) organization.

Prints and Post Cards Fundraiser

All net proceeds go to Shorebird Recovery Program
photography by Alecia Smith

To find out more or to place your order, please visit this website

Willet Pair at Dusk
11x14

Western Snowy Plover
8X12

Black Oyster Catcher
11x14

Western Snowy Plover Card
Flat Card 4'x5.5'

on Linen Photographic Paper)

Thank you to our grant funders!
Financial contributions to our chapter allow us to continue

our work protecting birds and their habitat

Grants
California Department of Fish and Wildlife and United States Fish and Wildlife
Service, Endangered Species Act Section 6 Grant
National Foundation of Fish and Wildlife (NFWF)

https://www.aleciabirds.com/photo-prints


National Audubon Society, Audubon in Action Grant 
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