
    
SEPTEMBER PROGRAMSEPTEMBER PROGRAMSEPTEMBER PROGRAMSEPTEMBER PROGRAM    

    Tuesday September 8th, 7:30 p.m., Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, VenturaTuesday September 8th, 7:30 p.m., Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, VenturaTuesday September 8th, 7:30 p.m., Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, VenturaTuesday September 8th, 7:30 p.m., Poinsettia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd, Ventura 
 

Ron Bottoroff on Friends of the Santa Clara RiverRon Bottoroff on Friends of the Santa Clara RiverRon Bottoroff on Friends of the Santa Clara RiverRon Bottoroff on Friends of the Santa Clara River    
    

Ron Bottorff has lived in Ventura County since 1957. He retired from the aerospace industry in 1992, started 
Friends of the Santa Clara River in 1993, and has been its chairman ever since. He is also currently serving as co-
chair of the Compact for a Sustainable Ventura County, a project of the Ventura County Civic Alliance. 

 

He will discuss the latest happenings on the Santa Clara River, including the re-emerging Newhall Ranch project 
and current status of the Freeman Diversion controversy.  He will also give a quick overview of the Compact for a 
Sustainable Ventura County project. 
 
Friends of the Santa Clara River is a non-profit, public interest organization dedicated to the protection, enhance-
ment, and management of the resources of the Santa Clara River, which flows approximately 100 miles from Acton, 
California to the Pacific Ocean. The Santa Clara is one of the only two natural river systems remaining in Southern 
California, and was selected by American Rivers as one of the nation’s most endangered rivers in 2005.   
 
The FSCR has acquired the Hedrick Ranch Nature Area and is currently working on a major habitat restoration pro-
ject on its 230 acres, including a mile of river front property between Santa Paula and Fillmore, over the next sev-
eral years. 
 
Come join us! 

...Janice Susha, Program Chair...Janice Susha, Program Chair...Janice Susha, Program Chair...Janice Susha, Program Chair    
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I’m happy to serve as president for the 2009-10 VAS 
year, perhaps longer, but not for life!  Some would say 
they scraped the bottom of the barrel to find me consider-
ing that I had no previous Board experience – not to men-
tion my lack of skills as a birder!  But, I’ll work hard and I’ll 
learn!   
 
My wife, Joyce, and I have enjoyed VAS membership for 
nearly 10 years.  Joyce joined the Board two years ago 
and we have both volunteered time at the Fair and Earth 
Day.  
 
A volunteer organization is only as strong and effective 
as the participation of its membership permits.  It’s impor-
tant to realize that VAS needs new people to become 
involved and to be ready to fill leadership roles. 
 
   Please contact me or any Board member to see how 
your interests and talents could help further the Audubon 
mission. 

CALL NOTES CALL NOTES CALL NOTES CALL NOTES     
...Bruce Schoppe, President...Bruce Schoppe, President...Bruce Schoppe, President...Bruce Schoppe, President    

    
Audubon's mission is to conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their 
habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth's bio-
logical diversity.  Ventura Audubon Society implements 
that mission through the efforts of nearly 150 volun-
teers who contribute more than 2,300 hours annually to 
local efforts.   
 
Among other things, volunteers monitor snowy plover 
and tern nests on the beaches and perform restoration 
work at the Hedrick Ranch Nature Area.  They make 
sure our voices are heard on developing issues such 
as the Ormond Beach wetland.  They arrange eight 
interesting and informative monthly programs, organize 
and lead more than 40 field trips and publish this news-
letter.  (BTW, we encourage you to request electronic 
delivery to reduce paper use and save postage.)   



BIRD OF THE MONTH BIRD OF THE MONTH BIRD OF THE MONTH BIRD OF THE MONTH ––––    SEPTEMBER 2009SEPTEMBER 2009SEPTEMBER 2009SEPTEMBER 2009    
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After enjoying the breeding season and our migrant and resident summer breeders, September is the time that local 
birders get out to look for southbound passerine migrants, including species from the eastern U.S.  One of the rare mi-
grants through Ventura County that can be found at this time is the Bobolink. 
 
The Bobolink is a small, stocky blackbird with a sparrow-like bill, long wings, and pointy tail feathers.  Breeding males are 
black with a golden patch on the nape and white lower back, rump, uppertail coverts, and scapulars.  Adult females are 
sparrow-like with a pinkish bill and legs, buff-olive upperparts with dark brown streaks, and dusky wings with buffy edges.  
The nape is buff-olive with thin brown stripes, the dark brown crown has a broad buff central stripe, and the face is yel-
low-olive with a dark brown eyeline. The underparts are buffy across the breast and paler on the belly with thin dark 
stripes on the sides, flanks, and undertail coverts.  Juveniles and nonbreeding males in fall resemble females but are 
more yellowish.  The flight song is a bubbling:  “Bob-o-link bob-o-link bob-o-link blink blank blink.”  The flight call note is a 
sharp “pink.” 
 
Bobolinks are birds of open country.  Prime breeding areas are damp meadows and natural prairies, but these habitats 
are now rare so most breeding in the eastern US occurs in hayfields.  Loss of nesting habitat has caused this species to 
decline significantly in recent decades.  Migrants stop over in fields, marshes, and rice fields.  Their summer diet is 
mostly insects, while grains dominate their diet during migration.  They forage both on the ground and while perched up 
in grass and weeds.  Migrants in southern California are found in weedy fields, croplands, and marshy ditches; the latter 
when they are dominated by Barnyard Grass. 
 
The species breeds from southeastern British Columbia and central Alberta to Nova Scotia, then south to northern Ne-
vada, northern Utah, central Colorado, northern Kansas, and central Illinois, Ohio, West Virginia, and New Jersey.  They 
are a long-distance migrant and winter in South America traveling mostly via Florida and the West Indies. 
 
Bobolinks are vagrants along the coast of southern California in the fall with most occurring from 10 Sep-15 Oct.  In Ven-
tura County, they can be found along the immediate coast, especially on the Oxnard Plain.  The best chance of finding 
Bobolinks locally is on fall field trips to the Ventura County Game Preserve where they may occur amongst flocks of 
blackbirds.  Weedy ditches on the Oxnard Plain should also be checked in the fall and Revolon Slough downstream of 
Wood Road has been productive over the last few years if the vegetation is not cleared out of the channel.  Spring re-
cords are very rare, but exist from San Nicolas Island. 

Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus)    
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ONIK ARIAN WARBLER RESEARCH FUNDONIK ARIAN WARBLER RESEARCH FUNDONIK ARIAN WARBLER RESEARCH FUNDONIK ARIAN WARBLER RESEARCH FUND    
Don DesJardinDon DesJardinDon DesJardinDon DesJardin    

 
(Reprinted from Bird Study Canada, May 2009)  

 

Onik Arian, a long-time friend of On-
tario’s birds and birders, passed away on 
December 14, 2008 in California. He was 
61 years old. His untimely death repre-
sents a devastating loss to his family and 
to the many friends he made over the 
last 30 years of annual spring visits to 
Point Pelee.  
 
To honour Onik’s memory, his friends have set up the 
Onik Arian Warbler Research Fund. As the account 
beneficiary, Bird Studies Canada will issue charitable tax 
receipts to all donors, and the fund will support BSC’s 
warbler research. 
 
If you would like to donate to this fund through BSC di-
rectly, you can make out a cheque to Bird Studies Can-
ada and mail it to 115 Front Road, P.O. Box 160, Port 
Rowan, Ontario, N0E 1M0 (please be sure to specify that 
the money is for the Onik Arian Warbler Research Fund). 
Online donations to the fund will be accepted through the 
CanadaHelps website. 
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Welcome to another year of great birding!  I would appre-
ciate suggestions for birding sites and volunteers for 
leaders.  Remember you don’t have to be an expert to 
lead; there are always many to help. Just a few remind-
ers about birding etiquette:  Stay behind the leader; move 
quietly, ask questions, and listen to what people are 
pointing out. When socializing, stay behind the group. 
 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 8:00 a.m., Santa Clara River Estu-
ary/Surfers’ Knoll.  Leader:  Eric Waian (671-9913). 

We hope to see a variety of shorebirds including Snowy 
Plovers, terns & phalaropes. Take Harbor Blvd to Spinna-
ker and enter Ventura Harbor.  Follow Spinnaker as it 
curves around to the right. Surfers’ Knoll is on the left.  
Please bring scopes. 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 9:00 a.m., Beach Cleanup, Emma 
Wood State Beach.  Information:  Reed Smith (652-
0706).  California Coastal Cleanup Day is the premier 
volunteer event focused on the marine environment in the 
country.  Join fellow Audubon members to help clean up 
one of our birding sites.  Park at the far west end of Main 
St. beyond the bridge over the Ventura River.  Meet in-
side the Group Camp.  Bring gloves and wear old 
clothes. 
Sept. 24-27, Monterey Bay Birding Festival, Watson-
ville.  The Pajaro Valley and the Monterey Bay region are 
home to an incredible diversity of habitats and bird spe-
cies.  No scheduled VAS trip. 
Saturday, Sept. 26, Beginners’ Bird Walk, 8:30-10:30 
a.m.  Emma Wood and Ventura River Estuary.  
Leader:  Allen Bertke (640-9037).  A good area for 
shorebirds - herons, egrets, sandpipers, ducks and also 
riparian species. Park at the far west end of Main St. be-
yond the  bridge over the Ventura River.  The Beginners’ 
Walks are designed to acquaint you with common birds in 
a specific area.  Bring binoculars, hat & water.  A field 
guide is helpful. 
 
Mark Your Calendar 
 

Oct. 24 – Beginners’ Walk, Camino Real 
Oct. 31 – Lake Casitas 

 



The board sought and received a $6,000 grant to pur-
chase fencing and signs for Snowy Plover and Least 
Tern protection.  Most of that grant has been spent.  The 
board also gives donations from the Chapter to local en-
vironmental organizations such as the Ojai Raptor Cen-
ter, the Friends of the Santa Clara River and the Condor 
Recovery Team.   
 
Of course our treasurer does a great job of keeping track 
of all the comings and goings of funds.  We maintain a 
reasonable bank balance to cover variances in income 
from year to year. This insures we always have the funds 
to pursue the Chapter’s goals.  (Our Chapter receives 
some funding from National Audubon memberships, but 
this amount has decreased recently.)  One board mem-
ber keeps track of memberships, solicits new members 
and works to keep current on who our members are and 
he is available to iron out problems that individual mem-
bers have with their memberships.  One board member 
records all our meetings and handles written communica-
tions for the Chapter. 
 
This newsletter is edited by a board member who pro-
duces and prints 9 newsletters a year in an effort to keep 
you all informed.  Several board members meet monthly 
to label, fold and organize the newsletter for mailing. 
 
One board member coordinates Ventura Audubon’s on-
going support and work for the Hedrick Ranch Nature 
Area.  Being a member of several environmental organi-
zations, he is able to keep the board up to date on other 
environmental efforts in the county. 
 
Board members attend Audubon Central Coast Council 
and Audubon California meetings.  These meetings en-
able Ventura Audubon to coordinate with other portions 
of the Audubon community and share our activities with 
them. 
 
Our board agreed to own and host the Central Coast 
Birding Trail website in addition to our own website.  The 
webmaster coordinated the Audubon chapters from 4 
counties to maintain that site that is used by birders from 
all over the world to plan their birding trips.  Our website 
makes information available on Field Trips, Programs 
(through the newsletter), Christmas bird counts, Great 
Backyard Bird counts, birding sites, volunteer opportuni-
ties and as much else as we can.  Our website gets be-
tween 1500 and 9200 hits per month.  We receive new 
memberships through the website.  We receive and an-
swer a couple of bird questions per week through the 
website. 
 
Overseeing it all is the President.  That person coordi-
nates the entire multi-ringed circus.  He also oversees 
monthly board meetings that are held at volunteer board 
members’ homes.  (Do we drink at board meetings?  
Only if the host provides good wine.) ...  
 
(continued on Page 6) 
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INSIDE THE BLACK HOLEINSIDE THE BLACK HOLEINSIDE THE BLACK HOLEINSIDE THE BLACK HOLE    
Reed V. SmithReed V. SmithReed V. SmithReed V. Smith    

    
A Black Hole is a location in space where things flow in 
and never come out.  It seems that our Chapter Board 
operates that way sometimes.  This was brought to my 
attention this year when a discussion came up on the Ven-
tura County Birding Yahoo! Group about Canada Larga 
Road being open for birders past the gate.  No one 
seemed to know why it was still open. 
 
A couple of years ago there had been a petition to the 
county to cease maintaining that road and turning it over 
to the landowners.  This would have meant that the public 
would not have had access past the gate.  Your board 
discussed this at length, a committee was formed and the 
then president, Marianne Slaughter, contacted Supervisor 
Steve Bennett’s office and expressed our desire to keep 
the road open.  Apparently our expressed concerns tipped 
the balance in favor of not abandoning the road and it re-
mains open to birders and the public at large. 
 
So?  What does the Board do?  The actions that you are 
aware of include planning and presenting 8-9 wonderful 
speaker programs and 40-47 field trips a year.  These take 
a lot of work scheduling, contacting leaders/speakers, 
making behind-the-scenes arrangements and ensuring 
that each event occurs.  Board members conduct our an-
nual Birdathon to raise moneyNpreparing the letter ap-
peal, placing notices and envelopes in the newsletter, re-
ceiving and accounting for the money and sending “Thank 
you” letters.  The board determines the schedule for 
events such as our annual picnic and Christmas bird 
count.  Board members are involved in all the planning for 
these events in addition to the Great Backyard Bird Count. 
 
Less visible, but important, activities are ongoing.  A board 
member puts out publicity notices every month to many 
newspapers and magazines of our events.  This same 
person recruits teachers to present Audubon Adventures 
wildlife materials in their classrooms and insures that they 
receive those materials.  A board member attends every 
Ormond Beach Task Force meeting.  A committee of 
board members has been working on developing a DVD 
about Audubon for elementary school children.  Another 
committee has been working on an interpretative panel to 
be placed at the Ventura River estuary describing the 
benefits of the estuary to wildlife.   
 
One board member tracks changes, physical and political, 
at Lake Casitas in an effort to protect that valuable wildlife 
habitat.  Written comments are prepared and sent on a 
dozen or so development projects and local government 
plans in our area annually.  Those comments are specifi-
cally aimed at wildlife protection and enhancement.  For 
some projects follow up testimony in front of local and 
state governmental bodies is required. Board members 
have also been involved in seeking and obtaining passage 
of local regulations protecting wildlife. 
 

    
 



...David Pereksta...David Pereksta...David Pereksta...David Pereksta 

NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD NOTES FROM THE FIELD     
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on 27 Apr (KR) and another in east Ventura on 29 Apr 
(RM).  An unseasonably late Tropical Kingbird was dis-
covered at Point Mugu on 19 May (RM).  A Yellow-
headed Blackbird was among a flock of Red-winged 
Blackbirds at Lake Casitas on 27 Apr (DR & BD).  The 
Lewis’s Woodpecker first found in mid-March continued 
in east Ventura through 27 Apr. 
 
A few eastern vagrants were found this spring.  Two 
Northern Parulas were at LaJolla Canyon on 31 May 
(AS), but not seen after that date.  Two Rose-breasted 
Grosbeaks were in Miners Oaks on 17 Apr (MA) and 
another was in a Thousand Oaks backyard on 23 Jun 
(AD).  A male Indigo Bunting was in a different Thou-
sand Oaks backyard on 23 Jul and a very early Lincoln’s 
Sparrow was there on 30 Jul (RF). 
 
“Least” Bell’s Vireos continue to show up in new places 
as the species recovers in southern California.  Three 
singing males were at Point Mugu 15-17 May (DP & MR), 
two more males were there later in the spring (DZ), and 
another was near the Reliant Energy plant along 5th 
street on 8 Jul (fide BS). 
 
Birders traveling to the mountains of the north county 
produced a few interesting birds this spring and summer.  
A Northern Goshawk nest with two juveniles was dis-
covered near the Mount Pinos Campground 24-27 Jul 
(WF).  A Flammulated Owl was detected for the first 
time ever on Pine Mountain on 10 Jul (DDJ, TM, DP & 
MSM) and three were seen and heard there, as well as a 
Northern Saw-Whet Owl, on 4 Aug (OJ, DVP & LH).  
Two California Condors and a Golden Eagle were over 
Cerro Noroeste Road, and a Gray Flycatcher and four 
Scott’s Orioles were in Quatal Canyon, on 19 Apr (DDJ, 
TM & DP).  The only other report of Scott’s Oriole was 
from Quatal Canyon on 16 May (DT).   
 
A deepwater pelagic to the San Juan Seamount area on 
25 Jul found a number of rare and uncommon seabirds in 
Ventura County waters including 16 Cook's Petrels, 38 
Leach's Storm-Petrels, a Red-billed Tropicbird, a 
Long-tailed Jaeger, and a “hypoleucus” Xantus's 
Murrelet (JF, TM, DP, et al). 
 
Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last 
three months.  If you have any questions about local 
birds or have a good one to report, e-mail David Pereksta 
at pereksta@pacbell.net  or call 659-5740.  
 
(continued on Page 6) 
 
 
 
 
 

It is good to be back again for another year writing “Notes 
From the Field.”  September is here and the annual pas-
sage of southbound fall migrants is already underway.  
Following are some of the highlights from the past spring 
migration and summer season. 
 
There were a number of unseasonal records of oversum-
mering or late-lingering waterfowl and other waterbirds.  
Brant were reported during the summer including one at 
the Ventura River estuary 30 Jun–2 Jul (KR), two at the 
Santa Clara River estuary (SCRE) on 3 Jul (EW), and 
one at Ormond Beach lagoon on 15 Jun (DK).  MR had 
226 Brant in Mugu Lagoon on 17 Apr, which was a high 
number onshore along the coast.  The female Long-
tailed Duck at Mugu Lagoon continued through at least 
14 Jun (DP) and may have summered there.  Summer 
loon reports included a Red-throated Loon at SCRE on 
3 Jul (LE & CB) and three Common Loons and eight 
Pacific Loons on the nearshore waters off the mouth of 
Mugu Lagoon on 14 Jun (DP).  Single Bonaparte’s 
Gulls were at SCRE on 3 Jul (EW) and the Ventura River 
estuary on 31 Jul (KR).  The Red-necked Grebe that 
wintered at the Ventura Harbor continued through 15 
April. 
 
Local lagoons and wetlands attracted a number of inter-
esting waders, waterbirds, and shorebirds.  Rare herons 
included a Least Bittern at Lake Sherwood from May 
through 2 Jul (MH), a Tricolored Heron at the end of 
Arnold Road 7-20 May (CH), and two Reddish Egrets at 
Mugu Lagoon on 2 Aug (DP).  Rarely seen off of the 
Navy base at Point Mugu was a Clapper Rail in the tules 
below the bridge at the end of Arnold Road 24-28 Jun 
(DK).  Black Oystercatchers were seen away from 
rocky breakwaters in several places including two at the 
Ventura River estuary on 2 Jul (KR), one flying by Or-
mond Beach on 6 Jun (DK), and seven on the beach at 
SCRE on 27 Jul (DVP, LH & OJ).  A Semipalmated 
Sandpiper was in Revolon Slough and 50 Black Skim-
mers were at Mugu Lagoon on 2 Aug (DP).  
 
A variety of uncommon or vagrant landbirds were re-
ported through the spring and summer.  The only White-
winged Dove report of the period was one on San Nico-
las Island on 27 May (MR).  A Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
along the Santa Clara River near River Ridge Golf 
Course on 14 Jul (DP) may have been a late northbound 
or early southbound migrant.  It was never relocated de-
spite several search efforts.  Calliope Hummingbirds 
are uncommon migrants through the county lowlands and 
the only reports of the spring included one in Hall Canyon 



...IINSIDE THE BLACK HOLE ...IINSIDE THE BLACK HOLE ...IINSIDE THE BLACK HOLE ...IINSIDE THE BLACK HOLE (cont’d from P. 4) 
 
The President’s duties were laid out in the April 2009 
newsletter, but, wow, is s/he busy.  Do you have an envi-
ronmental issue you think Ventura Audubon should ad-
dress?  Contact the President.  One function the board 
serves is deciding on which issues to pursue or not based 
on funding, the nature of the issue and available volun-
teers. 
 
A lot occurs that you hear about and a lot goes on behind 
the scenes.  Did I cover everything?  No.  I do hope that I 
gave you a better sense of the machinations inside of the 
Black Hole.  Your ongoing support is what makes all of 
this work possible.  In addition to the Board’s efforts, 
many, many Ventura Audubon members work at many 
projects in furtherance of Ventura Audubon’s goal of pro-
tecting and enhancing wildlife. 

...NOTES from the FIELD ...NOTES from the FIELD ...NOTES from the FIELD ...NOTES from the FIELD (cont’d from P. 5) 

 
Observers:   
 
Michael Allen, Corine Barksdale, Don DesJardin, Becky 
Donahue, Alice Doty, Linda Easter, Rick Farris, Jon Feen-
stra, Wes Fritz, Mary Hansen, Lauren Harter, Cynthia 
Hartley, Oscar Johnson, Dexter Kelly, Todd McGrath, 
Robert McMorran, David Pereksta, Kay Regester, David 
Roine, Martin Ruane, Mike San Miguel, Brad Schram, 
Adam Searcy, David Torfeh, David Vander Pluym, Eric 
Waian, and Dick Zembal. 
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THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR  is published  nine times per 
year (September—May). Members are encouraged to sub-
mit articles, announcements, letters and drawings in 
WORD format or in the form of an e-mail message.  The 
deadline is noon on the 12th of the month preceding the 
next issue. E-mail to:  birderz@roadrunner.com  Call Editor 
Dee Press at 484-8415 for more information. 
 
THE VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY holds its regular 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month at the Poin-
settia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 7:30 p.m., 
September through April. The May meeting is a fund-
raising barbecue. Call the President for information. Board 
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month.  A 
Membership Form is available on our web site. 
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The Tuesday, September 8th Board of Directors meeting 

will be held at the home of  Art Marshall, 4499 Whittier 
St, Ventura, at 7:15 pm.  Any VAS member is welcome. 
Call (805)642-1585 for  information. 
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