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CALL NOTES ..Neil Ziegler, President There will be BBQ tri-tip and chicken, garlic bread, salad
and beans. Members attending are asked to bring a des-
sert or appetizer to round out the meal. Please bring
your own table service and if you bring a dish, please
bring serving utensils. Beer and wine will be available for
a small donation; soft drinks will be provided. The cost

The Annual VAS picnic will be held on for this great feast is $10 or half-price for children.

at Hedrick Ranch Nature Area in
Santa Paula (see page 3, May 16" for driv-
ing directions).

Everyone is invited to the
picnic. We hope to see new
faces as well as old. Please
join with other VAS members
for this special event to cele-
brate another successful
year and meet the new
president of the VAS for
2009/2010!

Sandy Hedrick will get us started on bird
walks in this lovely spot beginning around
8:30 am. As we observe abundant bird life
we will also witness the progress that has
been made in habitat restoration by many
volunteer organizations including the VAS.
At approximately 11:00 am we will conduct
a brief business meeting and elect next
year’s Board of Directors.

Please RSVP as early as
possible by sending your
Master chef Don Davis will not be able to check (indicating that it is for
perform his superb BBQ skills this year. However, we the picnic) to the VAS post office box, or call Jan Lewison
will have a replacement crew that will try to live up to  (643-3353) or Neil Ziegler (983-7207) with your reserva-
his high standards. tions and pay at the picnic.

BEGINNER'S BIRD WALK ..Allen Bertke, Leader

Another month, another fun Beginner's Bird Walk. This time we checked out Saticoy Ponds. There were at least
twenty of us in a very enthusiastic and friendly group. Although it was a little late in the season for sizeable duck
counts, many other species made up for it. We were entertained by several Cassin’s Kingbirds, some beautiful
Lesser Goldfinches and a Lark Sparrow perching high in a tree and backlighted, confusing all of us for a short time.

A nice discussion occurred at one point as to whether we were looking at Greater or Lesser Yellowlegs in the dis-
tance. Then they flew off, making the characteristic sounds of Greater Yellowlegs — end of discussion! We also ob-
served Hooded and Bullock’s Orioles, a Great Blue Heron, Raven, Red-tailed Hawk, Turkey Vultures and of course
several duck species.

Someone asked me if the place was open to the public and | explained that they do allow birders to come through the
far gate that has a combination lock on it. The workers and management are very birder friendly. She stated that she
hoped that would not lead to any unseemly types to come around posing as birders. | told her | doubt that would hap-
pen, but it did set my mind to wandering, as it is prone to do. | could just picture the following writeup in the “Vandals
Monthly” newsletter: “Looking for trouble? Field trip scheduled this Friday at Saticoy Ponds. All hooligans and van-
dals welcome. Meet at northeast gate. Bring spray paint and binoculars”. Fortunately, there isn’t anything of interest
for those types at the facility, so we can all bird in peace.

See you all on the next walk, and remember, a good birder is a person outstanding in her field!



BIRD OF THE MONTH — MAY 2009
Article and Photo by DAVID PEREKSTA

Green-tailed Towhee (Pipilo chlorurus)

Birding trips to the mountains in the northern part of Ventura County during the spring and summer are the way to find
our local montane breeding species. One of the species that breeds there at the western edge of its range is the Green-
tailed Towhee.

The Green-tailed Towhee is smaller and shorter-tailed than other towhees, but still larger than other sparrows. It has a
dark gray face and breast, a whitish belly, bright yellow underwings, and greenish-yellow upperparts and tail. Its distinc-
tive head pattern includes a rufous crown, white loral spot, bright white throat, dark moustachial stripe, and a white malar
stripe. The legs and conical bill are dark gray. Juveniles are streaked overall with olive-tinged upperparts. The song is
typically several short introductory notes followed by two or more trills, which sounds similar to the Fox Sparrow’s song.
Its call is a mewing, nasal meewe.

Green-tailed Towhees forage on the ground in dense low thickets and breed in sagebrush, manzanita, or montane chap-
arral that is bordered by some growth of conifers. They tend to avoid areas with more than a scattering of trees. The
areas they prefer to nest in also attract the “Thick-billed” Fox Sparrow, which is similar to the Green-tailed Towhee in
body size, nest site, feeding behavior, and song. Their diet consists of seeds and insects that they procure by scratching
in the leaf litter like other towhees.

The species breeds from southeastern Washington and southwestern Montana south through interior mountains to
southern California, central Arizona and southwestern New Mexico. More migratory than other towhees, they winter at
low elevations from southern Arizona and southern and western Texas south to central Mexico. Ventura County is as far
west as the species breeds in southern California and although it is common in our local mountains, it is rare to the west
in Santa Barbara County.

Green-tailed Towhees occur on the mountains in northern Ventura County including Mount Pinos, Frazier Mountain,
Reyes Peak, and Pine Mountain. They are also present just over the County line on Mount Abel in Kern County. Breed-
ing birds arrive by the end of April and depart by October. They are easiest to find during the spring and summer, espe-
cially May and June, when they are singing from exposed perches. Searching the open woods and meadow edges
along the upper part of the Mount Pinos Road provides a good chance of finding this species. Transients are rare in fall
along the coast, but have been seen in thick streamside habitats at Ladolla Canyon and Big Sycamore Canyon.
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MAY FIELD TRIPS ...Judy Dugan

Beginners are welcome on all field trips. Light drizzle
does not necessarily cancel trips, but heavier rain will.
If in doubt, please call the trip leader.
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eas around Fillmore & Piru. We will meet at the Fillmore
Fish Hatchery to check out the herons & egrets. The
hatchery is located to the right off Hwy 126 just 1.2 miles
east of Fillmore. From there we will car pool to Rancho
Camulos, Piru Creek and Lake Piru.
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chance to see first-hand how the newly created habitat
for local migratory birds & wetland species on the
Meadow has attracted several previously absent birds
and waterfowl. Meet at Nordoff High School.
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lovely area with the possibility of seeing a Thick-billed
Kingbird. Take Hwy 126 to Santa Paula, 10" St. Exit.
Go under freeway, right on Harvard, right on 12" and
cross S.C. River Bridge. Go 3.7 miles to 20395 S. Moun-
tain Rd. On right hand side you will see a big yellow
mailbox, right after the mailbox, look on *); side for the
balloons & #20395 which is set back a little on a green
metal fence. Turn left and go toward the river approxi-
mately %2 mile on dirt road and turn right to parking area
across the creek.
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Larga Rd. Meet near the beginning of the road. We will
walk and drive this road where we will find many spring
migrants such as phainopepla, grosbeaks, Hooded &

Bullocks Orioles.
water.

Bring binoculars, a field guide, hat &
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) D" ) W, -./#0# 1§ Take 101 south to
Lewis Rd. and go south to University Rd. (the entrance to
Cal. State University Channel Islands) and turn toward
the school. Immediately after you cross the bridge over
Calleguas Creek (approx. ¥z mile) there is a gate on the
left. Park outside the gate. We will walk the area which
should yield spring migrants including Lazuli Buntings.

) “HOS &) 8s ) H2
8344 ,0/5 16 ') 7) +), 8#/5# 01§ An
early start and car pooling are important for this trip. We
will car pool from Nordoff H.S. in Ojai at 6:30 a.m. and
bird Pine Mtn. Rd from Hwy 33 to just past Reyes Peak
campground. An Adventure Pass or Golden Age Pass-
port is required for each car. A day Adventure Pass is
$5.00 & can be purchased at Big 5 in Ventura or at the
Ojai Ranger Station, 1190 East Ojai Ave. We should
reach the campground about 11:00 & take a lunch break.
Plan to return to Ojai around 1:30 p.m. Facilities are lim-
ited. Bring snacks, lunch, & water. We may see Green-
tailed Towhees, White-headed Woodpeckers, and Pygmy
Nuthatches.
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, 8./ -1-1§ It is essential that we clear vegetation to
make better birding observation points. We need a lot of
help so if you enjoy birding around the ponds, join us &
bring cutting tools. Directions below.
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walk for the Audubon year. Take Harbor Blvd to Spinna-

ker and enter Ventura Harbor. The Water Treatment

Plant is on Angler, a left turn before Spinnaker curves to
the right. Turn in left and meet inside the gate.



GETTING TO KNOW
OUR OJAI BIRDS

Both of these events are FREE for OVLC members. $10 for
non-members. Audobon members half price. Become an
OVLC member today and enjoy a whole year of Wild About
Ojai events, and hikes for FREE!

BIRDS OF THE OJAI VALLEY
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Jesse Grantham, California Condor Project Manager,
OVLC board member and local birding expert, with Allen
Bertke, Ventura Audubon member and bird photographer
extraordinaire will present a slideshow of stunning bird pho-
tographs identifying migratory birds frequently seen in Ojai.
Many of Allen’s photos have been taken in his own back
yard where he has counted 102 different birds and photo-
graphed nearly as many.

Participants will learn to identify Ojai’'s many feathered
friends, where to look for them, how to plan a habitat within
the home landscape, and also gain valuable information on
birding supplies and publications.

BIRDWALK AT OJAI MEADOWS PRESERVE
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Join Jesse, Allen, fellow birdwatchers, OVLC and Audubon
members for a birding tour of the Ojai Meadows Pre-
serve. This is a great chance to see first-hand how the
newly created habitat for local migratory birds and wetlands
species on the Meadow has attracted several previously
absent birds and waterfowl. Meet at the Nordhoff High
School parking lot, wear sturdy shoes and bring binoculars.

Please RSVP ovic@ovlc.org or call 805 649-6852 ext. 7.

~ FOR THE BIRDS IV ~
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With Performances By: NANCI GRIFFITH
and the Blue Moon Orchesta;
PERLA BATALLA; & | SEE HAWKS IN L.A.

Reserved Seating $48, Gen.Admission- Lawn Seating $35

These are internet-only sales (www.guacfund.org) Tickets
mailed two weeks prior to show.

FOR THE BIRDS
Saturday May 9th
6:00 p.m. SILENT AUCTION
7:00 p.m. PERFORMANCE
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An evening of music benefiting Ojai Raptor Center,
“‘ORC” a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, dedicated to
the rehabilitation and release of birds of prey and to pro-
viding educational programs to teach about raptors and
our shared environment

Enjoy an evening of Broadway hits with the longest run-
ning Phantom of the Opera, Franc D’Ambrosio at the
beautiful Presbyterian Church in Ojai— plus a stupendous
silent auction.

Hawks and owls will be on hand to greet the guests for
the evening event. “Raptors are learning how to live
among us in our cities and towns, as well as being an
important part of the ecology of our farmland and
ranches. We need to learn how to co-exist with them,”
explains Kim Stroud, Director of ORC.

Tickets ($40 General Admission) available April 10" at
GPIW Patagonia store in Ventura & Serendipity Toys in
Ojai, online at www.ojairaptorcenter.org or phone in your
order at (805) 649-6884.

“THE DARK SIDE OF THE LOON’

A Docuscience Film,by Gail Osherenko (present at event)
Thursday, April 30, 2009, 7 pm
Real Cheap Sports, 36 W. Santa Clara St, Ventura
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”As loons face the perils of winter, scientist seek ways to
ensure their survival - and ours.”

Learn how scientists in the field and laboratory unlock the
mysteries of a bird that has survived for 60 million years.
Discover how loons are helping scientists to understand
the perils loons face in winter, and how humans can help
ensure their survival - and ours. This film features the
works of conservation biologist and ornithological expert
Dr. Paul Spitzer, who works with loons on the east coast
at North Carolina’s Cape Lookout National Seashore,
biologist and aviculturist Darwin Long, who conducted the
only long-term and detailed study of wintering common
loons in Morro Bay, and wildlife veterinarian Dr. Mark
Pokras, who has necropsied dead loons for 20 years to
understand the causes of their mortality, both natural and
human-caused.



The spring migration is now in swing and migrant sea-
birds, shorebirds, and songbirds have been passing
through Ventura County in April. Spring arrivals reported
over the last month included Vaux’s Swift, Ash-throated
Flycatcher, Western Kingbird, several species of swal-
lows, Warbling Vireo, Nashville Warbler, Black-throated
Gray Warbler, Wilson’s Warbler, Black-headed Gros-
beak, Bullock’s Oriole, and Hooded Oriole.

Since this is the last newsletter until the fall and there
were not many reports over the last month, | will offer up
some suggestions for local outings in the next few
months. Riparian woodlands along the Santa Clara River
and other watercourses in the county support a number
of interesting birds during the breeding season. These
areas should be explored for nesting Swainson’s
Thrushes, Yellow Warblers, Yellow-breasted Chats, Blue
Grosbeaks, Lazuli Buntings, and a variety of others in-
cluding the rare Least Bell's Vireo and Southwestern Wil-
low Flycatcher. Pine Mountain, Frazier Mountain, and
Mount Pinos are great places to look for species that in-
habit conifer forests and montane chaparral. White-
headed and Hairy Woodpeckers, Olive-sided Flycatchers,
Townsend’s Solitaires, and Golden-crowned Kinglets are
just a few of the species that should be sought in conifer
forests while Dusky Flycatchers, Green-tailed Towhees,
and Fox Sparrows (thick-billed subspecies) can be found
in montane chaparral, especially around the edges of
meadows. Below these mountains in the Lockwood and
Cuyama valleys there is a mix of habitats including sage-
brush and pinyon/juniper forests. Some of the higher
montane species can be found here as well, but a few
uncommon local breeders should be looked for in these
areas including Gray Flycatchers (Quatal and Dry Can-
yons) and Scott’s Orioles (Quatal and Apache Canyons).
By early July, early “fall” migrants are already starting to
come back through the county on their southward pas-
sage. This is the time of year to start looking for shore-
birds along the coast and early migrant passerines
throughout the county.

Arriving migrants were widely reported over the last
month, but a few other notable species were found
around the county. Seven 7 were at the Ventura
River mouth on 18 Mar (KR). A (" ) *") was along
Canada Larga Road on 24 Mar (NS) and two male &
3C'() 7' 3+>t 2 were vocalizing there on 5 Apr (DP).

Several notable reports came from inland areas in Simi
Valley and the Santa Monica Mountains. A 4(( 3+
andtwo ) ) 4 ¢); C ) ))2) were at Rancho

NOTES FROM THE FIELD

..David Pereksta

Simi Park on 5 Apr (MP & EW). Also in the Arroyo Simi
in Simi Valley on 5 Apr were two pair of 7' )/AL *)

) "2, three ?2(( ) )* 2)2,a ( ,anda (%/
%( () (MP & EW). A &> ¢ ¢ and two

( were at Rancho Sierra Vista in the Santa Monica
Mountains 6-12 Apr (DP). A 4 ¢)/ &) F&) seen at
Rancho Sierra Vista on 6 Apr (DP) is apparently part of a
pair nesting there (fide LH).

A whale watching trip to the Santa Barbara Channel on
28 Mar did not find many birds, but a pair of G 202

)") 2 was north of Anacapa Island and a total of 40-
50 (%%( )2 were noted in scattered groups in
the channel (DP).

Continuing birds from the last few months included sev-
eral 7' )IAL *) ) ' at the Ventura Sewer Ponds
through 23 Mar, the ) / )3+) )>) in the Ventura
Harbor through 6 Apr, apairof 7* 3+ 2)3 3 ) 2on
the Ventura Harbor breakwaters through 2 Apr, the

YAR2(2 4(( <)3+) in east Ventura through 5 Apr, and
four )"(A/ ) ) 7' 3+>t 2 at the end of Arnold
Road through 6 Apr. The male 7' 3+ 3(), ( */

) 3+, subadult ) 2 *), g ),
and a flock of 7' 3+ +i%%) 2 continued at Mugu La-
goon through 20 Mar.

Thank you to those who reported sightings during the last
month. If you have any questions about local birds or
have a good one to report, call or e-mail David Pereksta
at pereksta@pacbell..net or 659-5740 .

Good birding,
David Pereksta

Observers: Linnea Hall, Matthew Page, David Pereksta,
Kay Regester, Nancy States, and Eric Waian




VENTURA AUDUBON SOCIETY
P.O. Box 24198
Ventura, CA 93002

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AUDUBON SUMMER BIRDING
We meet for 7 Mondays from 8:30-10:30. All levels of bird-
ers are welcome. Please clip & save.
H ) Y/ * | Take Hwy 33 toward Ojai. Exit
Canada Larga Rd. Meet near the beginning of the road.
We will walk and drive.
H ) -/ )3+YH +/ Santa Paula. Since there is an
entry fee of $2 we can car pool from Starbucks on Tele-
graph Rd. The Victoria Shopping Plaza (Von’s and CVS)
We will meet at 8:00 to car pool or at 8:30 at the park.
Ojai-Santa Paul Rd-Santa Paula
H ) ../ <k )& ' 2 / To car pool, meet in
the old K-Mart parking lot on Victoria Ave. at 8:00 or meet
at the marsh at 8:30. Take Hwy 101 north to Carpinteria,
exit Casitas Pass Rd.,left on Casitas Pass Rd, right on
Carpinteria Ave., left on Linden & right on Sandyland Rd.
to Ash. Park along Ash. Park along Ash and we will meet
you at 8:30 a.m.
H ) .5/ (2 (& /across from Ventura Harbor.
H " /%% 4 ) 7) 3 -Cross the bridge and
park under the eucalyptus on right side of road.
H ' /[ %(C 7) 3 A& Y>> 7 26 43
2 ) . This will be a first for many of us. Here are the
directions: Take Highway 101 to Victoria Avenue
Exit at Victoria Avenue and head South toward Channel
Islands Harbor-approximately 5.3 miles
Turn Left on Channel Island Boulevard-approximately 1.5
miles
Turn Right on Ventura Road-approximately 1.9 miles
Turn Left on Port Hueneme Road-approximately 1.2 miles
Turn Right on Arcturus-approximately .4 miles
Turn Right on McWane Boulevard-approximately .1 mile
Drive to the end of McWane Boulevard, and park on either
side of the road before the barriers
H " # (C(C2) ) +4 2) /Day & Foothill
Dr. Meet in the back area. We could bring a picnic lunch
and a small treat to share as this will be our last outing for
this year.

HAPPY SUMMER...
Look for your next newsletter
in September!
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MAY BOARD MEETING

The Tuesday, May 5th Board of Directors meeting will be
held at the home of Susan Bee, 1415 McNell Rd in
Ojai at 7:15 pm. Any VAS member is welcome. Call (805)
640-0779 for information.

THE CALIFORNIA CONDOR is published nine times per
year (September—May). Members are encouraged to sub-
mit articles, announcements, letters and drawings in
WORD format or in the form of an e-mail message. The
deadline is noon on the 12th of the month preceding the
next issue. E-mail to: birderz@roadrunner.com Call Editor
Dee Press at 484-8415 for more information.

? = 7 holds its regular
meetlng on the second Tuesday of the month at the Poin-
settia Pavilion, 3451 Foothill Rd. in Ventura at 7:30 p.m.,
September through April. The May meeting is a fund-
raising barbecue. Call the President for information. Board
Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month. A
Membership Form is available on our web site.




